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SECRET STATE 030069 

NODIS 

FOR CHARGE AND AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, LE, US 
SUBJECT: SOUTHERN LEBANON 

REF: BEIRUT 583 

1 . FOR BEIRUT: WHEN YOU ARE NEXT IN TOUCH WITH BOUTROS 
(PRESUMABLY WHEN HE GIVES YOU THE TIMETABLE FEBRUARY 10), 

TELL HIM THAT WE ARE EXTREMELY APPRECIATIVE OF THE 
FLEXIBLE AND REASONABLE WAY THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAS 
RESPONDED TO OUR EFFORTS TO HELP FIND A SOLUTION TO THIS 
PROBLEM. WE HAVE PASSED THE FOREIGN MINISTER S RESPONSE 
TO THE ISRAELIS, INCLUDING THE RESERVATION CONCERNING THE 
MATTER OF FURTHER WITHDRAWALS. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 030069 

2. SAY TO BOUTROS AT THE SAME TIME THAT THE ISRAELIS 
HAVE NOTED TO US THEIR CONCERN THAT THE LEBANESE UNITS TO 
BE SUBSTITUTED FOR SYRIAN ELEMENTS ACTUALLY BE GENUINE 
LEBANESE UNITS. WE THOUGHT HE SHOULD KNOW THAT THE 
ISRAELIS WILL BE SENSITIVE ON THIS SCORE. 

3. IF YOU ARE ASKED ABOUT NON-SYRIAN ASF UNITS, YOU 
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SHOULD SAY THAT ISRAELIS HAVE EXPRESSED TO US THE SAME 
CONCERNS ABOUT ANY NON-LEBANESE FORCES. THEY ARE NOT PRE- 
PARED TO ACCEPT OTHER THAN LEBANESE FORCES SOUTH OF 
POSITIONS SYRIAN ASF UNITS HELP PRIOR TO THE JANUARY 23 
MOVE SOUTH. 

4. FOR DAMASCUS: PLEASE CONVEY THE ABOVE POINTS 
(PARAS 1 AND 2) TO THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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